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to be loyal, to keep his place until the autumn, when
directly after the recess he meant to return to power. But
the crisis occurred and Mussolini stepped in to prevent all
his plans from being wrecked. The right wing had decided
to vote for the Facta ministry, and the fascists were preparing
to follow their example, when Mussolini hastily prevented
them. The old danger, which he had believed to be over,
was revived^ and in spite of all he knew about the chaos
inside the party, he feared that socialist collaboration
might come to pass after all. What particularly annoyed
him was the attitude of certain c democratic' groups,
Nitti's followers for example, who held that a left ministry
need not necessarily be a ministry committed to take legal
reprisals against the fascists. This might attract the Popolari
to the coalition and any others who were unwilling to declare
openly their fundamental opposition to fascism. Mussolini
was not taken in by this : the new cabinet would be further
to the left than the Facta one, and would be all the more
dangerous in that it would revive the pacification programme
which he, Mussolini, had repudiated. Besides, even if the
new government did not wish to be anti-fascist, it might be
forced to take action against the squads, now more lawless
than ever, and in any case could no longer assure them
state aid ; without this, as Mussolini saw clearly, their final
victory was impossible.
To get out of the difficulty he broke abruptly with the
right wing. His reasons were not political ; in fact his
opinions and wishes were more right-wing than ever. On the
very day of the Cremona affair he wrote in the Popolo <T Italia :
c Four months after the Genoa conference European
society displays a very pronounced right-wing—anti-
socialist and anti-democratic—orientation. Having kept
a close watch on this process of reaction, we have been
able fundamentally to revise the historical and theoretical
outlook of fascism, and fascism has gradually been
stripped of its earlier trappings which might have made
it appear a left-wing movement or something like it. To
return to its origins^ as some would like, that is to go
1 But see the article of July 27, 1921, where Mussolini himself called for
a return to first principles (p. 147).

